The results of this re-analysis are shown in Table I , from which it is clear that the Grid Test has substantial statistical validity in the sense of correlating beyond chance level with clinical judgements of schizophrenic thought disorder. For two reasons the clinical utility of the test is a more difficult matter to assess. Firstly, it is an ill-defined concept; and secondly, because utility is closely tied to the base rate for schizophrenic thought disorder it is, to a degree, context-specific.
In At this point it is appropriate to ask whether the base rate in the pooled data accurately reflects that to be expected in general clinical practice. Although the base rate is likely to vary somewhat from hospital to hospital, some reasonable approximation of the figure to be expected can be obtained from official statistics. 
